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through the North Cachar hills and the great Nambhor
forest, which sections cost fabulous sums of money
and are monuments of engineering skill. In 1899
ballast trains were running over portions of the
line, which was not open throughout for traffic till
1902 owing to delays caused by the immense diffi-
culties to be overcome in the hills section. With
the start of this line came the hope to link up Burma
with upper Assam by carrying a line from Dibrughar
through the Hukong valley to Mogoung on the
Upper Burma Railway system, and a survey party
with escort crossed the Patkoi in 1896, while another
party surveyed an alternative route to Burma, which
was to take off at Lumding and follow a line via
Berrima, in the Kaccha Naga hills, to the Mayank-
hong valley, and so to Manipur. Both projects,
however, were temporarily shelved; the Manipur
one because of the expense, as the tunnelling and
difficulties in crossing the stupendous gorges of the
upper Barak river would have been prohibitive in
cost. Now that deeper interest has been stirred in
North Eastern Frontier matters, these two projects
are once again coming to the front, and the Hukong
valley route is generally stated to be the most
practicable from commercial and engineering points
of view.